


       DAVID Y. IGE 
          GOVERNOR 

 
 

TESTIMONY BY: 

JADE T. BUTAY 
DIRECTOR 

 
Deputy Directors 

LYNN A.S. ARAKI-REGAN 
DEREK J. CHOW 

ROSS M. HIGASHI 
EDWIN H. SNIFFEN 

 

 
 

STATE OF HAWAII 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

869 PUNCHBOWL STREET 
HONOLULU, HAWAII 96813-5097 

                 
  
 

 
January 31, 2020 

10:00 A.M. 
State Capitol, Room 423 

 
H.B. 2590 

RELATING TO AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES 
 

House Committee on Transportation 
 
The Department of Transportation (DOT) supports H.B. 2590 which authorizes 
automated driving system equipped vehicles on public roads as we believe these types 
of vehicles will ultimately lead to reducing the severity and number of vehicle crashes, 
injuries, and fatalities on our roads, as well as reduce pollution levels. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony. 
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IN SUPPORT OF  
HB 2590 – RELATING TO AUTONOMOUS VEHICLES 

 
 

Chair Aquino, Vice Chair Hashimoto, and Members of the Committee: 
 
 The Department of Transportation Services supports this measure as it aligns 
with our vision of innovative autonomous transportation integrating with our multimodal 
public transit system.   

 
The City and County of Honolulu is planning for a comprehensive system of 

first/last mile connections to the fully automated electric rail system and to expand 
access to job opportunities across Oahu. Our office is currently working to integrate low-
speed autonomous shuttles into this network, and aims to serve certain rail stations with 
dedicated pathways for autonomous vehicles.  This legislation supports our ongoing 
efforts.  
 
 Thank you for consideration of this measure and for the opportunity to provide 
this testimony. 
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HADA	Testimony	in	SUPPORT	of	HB2590	
RELATING	TO	AUTONOMOUS	VEHICLES	

Presented	to	the	House	Committee	On	Transportation	
at	the	Public	Hearing		10	a.m.,	Friday,	January	31,	2020	

in	Room	423	Hawaii	State	Capitol	
by	David	H.	Rolf	for	members	of	the	Hawaii	Automobile	Dealers	Association,	

Hawaii’s	franchised	new	car	dealers,	who	provide	sales,	warranty	work	and	other	factory-certified	
maintenance	service	for	Hawaii’s	privately-owned	and	fleet-owned	cars	and	light	trucks	

	
Chair	Aquino,	Vice	chair	Hashimoto	and	members	of	the	committee:	
	
HADA supports the testing and development of autonomous vehicles in Hawaii.  We are in support of 
HB2590 which HB2590 authorizes the use of automated-driving-system-equipped vehicles, automated 
driving systems, driverless-capable vehicles, and on-demand driverless-capable vehicle networks in the 
State and establishes requirements, restrictions, and limitations for the use of these vehicles, systems, and 
networks. 
 
HADA was one of the founding members of the Hawaii Autonomous Vehicle Institute, which is dedicated 
to safely bringing automated vehicles (AVs) to the state of Hawaii. HAVI addresses all aspects of 
automated vehicles, including AV technology and sensors, the social impact of AV adoption, the economic 
impact of the move toward automated transportation systems, and the legislative and governmental 
oversight required for the safe and efficient use of automated vehicle technology.  
 
HADA has been actively pursuing ways to support Governor David Ige’s Executive Order 17-07 relating to 
driverless car introduction in Hawaii, which states:  “Hawaii, with its optimal conditions for testing 
connected autonomous vehicles (CAVs), has stepped out ahead—extending open arms to motor vehicle 
manufacturers and technology companies from around the world, signaling that the Aloha State is open for 
business for testing and deploying the new driverless vehicle technology.”   

The governor’s Executive Order goes on to state that, “today there is something akin to a space race to see 
who will develop driverless vehicles and advanced wireless technologies--both of which have the power to 
influence the future outcomes for the daily lives of all Americans.   Hawaii, with its unique, favorable 
conditions, has become the ideal locale for testing…(and) autonomous driving technology offers the 
possibilities of personal transportation that can be safer and more efficient in saving time and mitigating 
traffic.”   

This past year, HADA members and other stakeholders participated in the Autonomous Vehicle Legal 
Preparation Task Force formed by 2019’s HCR 220 HD1 SD1 which resulted in a 92-page preliminary 
report of its findings and submitted to the Legislature on December 1, 2019.    
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We	understand	that	the	Alliance	of	Automobile	Manufacturers,	which	represents	domestic	and	
international	automobile	brands,	has	supported	the	AV-testing	and	development	language	in	other	
states	that	is	like	the	language	found	here	in	HB2590.		
	
HADA	feels	it	important	to	have	support	of	the	world’s	major	auto	manufacturers,	who	are	spending	
billions	of	dollars	for	the	testing	and	development	of	driverless	cars.			
	
Indeed,	international	auto	manufacturers	have	made	Hawaii	one	of	their	first	roll-out	markets	for	
new	automotive	technologies.			
	
HADA	members	encourage	an	open	environment	for	autonomous	vehicle	testing	that	encourages	all	
forms	of	AV	technology	and	all	forms	of	vehicle	powertrain	propulsion	for	these	autonomous	vehicles.				
	
The	objective	of	Hawaii	legislation	should	be	to	enable	testing	and	deployment	of	this	new	
technology.			
	
HADA	dealers	feel	that	HB2590	is	a	measure	that	will	encourage	international	auto	manufacturers	to	
favorably	consider	our	state,	for	the	testing	and	deployment	of	their	new	technologies.			
	
HADA	respectfully	requests	that	the	committee	pass	the	measure	and	forward	to	its	next	committee	
for	favorable	consideration.			
	
Respectfully	submitted,		
David	H.	Rolf		
For	the	members	of	the	Hawaii	Automobile	Dealers	Association	
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